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UNCLASSIFIED 

PAGE 01 SOFIA 01795 301059Z 
ACTION CPR-02 


Message Text 


INFO OCT-01 EUR- 1 2 ISO-OO PM-05 DODE-OO /020W 

016894 301106Z/16 

P 301040Z AUG 78 

FM AMEMBASSY SOFIA 

TO SECSTATE WASHDC PRIORITY 5165 


UNCLAS SOFIA 1795 


E.O. 11652: N/A 

TAGS: OCLR, BU (M/S BELMEKEN) 

SUBJECT: BULGARIAN REQUEST FOR SHIP CLEARANCE 

1 . BULGARIAN MINISTRY OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS HAS REQUESTED 
CLEARANCE FOR THE BULGARIAN REGISTERED VESSEL "BELMEKEN" 
TO VISIT AN AS YET UNSPECIFIED PORT BETWEEN NEW ORLEANS 
AND BATON ROUGE, LOUISIANA, ON OR ABOUT SEPTEMBER 22-23, 
1978 FOR THE PURPOSE OF LOADING APPROXIMATELY 18,000 TONS 

OF GROATS. THE VESSEL EXPECTS TO SPEND APPROXIMATELY 
20 DAYS IN PORT. 


2. REQUEST FOR THE VISIT WAS SUBMITTED TO THE AMERICAN 
EMBASSY ON AUGUST 25, 1978. 

3. M/S BELMEKEN IS REGISTERED IN VARNA, BULGARIA, UNDER 
REGISTRY NUMBER 243. CAPTAIN AND CREW COMPOSED ENTIRELY 
OF BULGARIAN NATIONALS. 


4. EMBASSY RECOMMENDS THAT CLEARANCE REQUEST BE GIVEN 
FAVORABLE CONSIDERATION. REQUEST PRIORITY PROCESSING 
AND AUTHORIZATION TO PROVIDECLEARANCE ASAP. 


5. IBEX MESSAGE FOLLOWS. 
GARTHOFF 


UNCLASSIFIED 
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